From Ancient to Modern Assyrians: A Continuity in History
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Ashuriyun 5 b , “Their master and chief is named

1bn Siqtiri ibn Ashuri. They collect revenues and profits. In some things they agree with
the Jews and about other things they disagree with them. They appear to be a sect of
Jesus "}
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, $1lia, the son of the former leader of the Assyrian people, who
are currently living in the land of the Khan of Urumiye, is seeking to save his people from
the yoke of the Muslims. He has asked Erekle to forward his petition to me. He requests
that Her Majesty, Empress Catherine, put his people under Her protection. There are 100
villages inhabited by Assyrians in the domain of the khan of Urumiye. In addition, some
20,000 families reside within the borders of Turkey. They are led by a bishop and also
request that Russia save them from the Turks."”
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3 ¢ , “We speak as we were taught by our fathers and

mothers, who were in their turn trained by a preceding generation. This process of
transmission is always, and necessarily, more or less imperfect. Hence language is
always undergoing a process of modification, partaking of the nature both of decay
and of growth ™
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Important issues for Consideration

. Confusing titles,
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remain unassimilated, as also did the Assyrians ™% ( *
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In Conclusion
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“Assyrians call themselves Assyrian for a very simple and convincing reason: they are
age-old inhabitants of ancient Assyria. That is their homeland. They have churches there
that date as far back as third and fourth centuries AD. That is sufficient and says it all.
There is no need to engage in the inconclusive argument of racial and cultural purity.
Palestinians say they are Palestinian because their forefathers inhabited Palestine and
the French say France is their homeland because they have lived there for many
centuries. One claim is as valid as the other. What makes the French claim more
respectable and that of the Palestinians questionable, is not science, it is politics-pure

and simple.”
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